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The story of it has been told too often to necessitate more than
the briefest recapitulation, particularly as Halifax's part in it was
only secondary. In 1913 a conference of Missionary Societies
met at Kikuyu in East Africa under the chairmanship of the
Bishop of Uganda (Dr. Willis). Deeply conscious of the im-
pediment and scandal of Christian divisions, they drew up a
tentative scheme for federating the non-Roman missions, and
on the closing day of the Conference the Bishop of Mombasa
(Dr. Peel) celebrated Holy Communion in a Presbyterian
church, administering the Sacrament, of course, to the repre-
sentatives of the different Protestant missions. Whereupon
Frank Weston, the great Bishop of Zanzibar, charged the two
prelates concerned before the Archbishop of Canterbury with
'the grievous faults of propagating heresy and committing
schism/ The ensuing situation threatened to strain to breaking-
point the conciliatory powers of the Archbishop. Whichever
way he gave his decision, there was the likelihood of disruption.
Protestant opinion emphatically demanded that the action of
the two Bishops should be commended. On the other hand, the
Bishop of Zanzibar, though less intractable in person than on
paper, warned the Archbishop that, if such an endorsement
were given, he would make his choice between one of three
courses, none of which would have been pleasant to his Metro-
politan16; "while Gore, for neither the first nor the last time,
talked ominously of resignation.

Halifax, after some preliminary correspondence with his
friends, publicly entered the controversy with a letter to The
Times. 'With the objects [of the Kikuyu Conference] them-
selves/ he wrote, cwe can all have nothing but the deepest sym-
pathy/ But the Church could not without unfaithfulness ack-
nowledge the right of those "who denied her doctrine aad re-
jected her discipline to communicate at her altars. Therefore he
could not agree with the Dean of Durham {Dr. Hensley Hen-